WELCOME | PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Defending the
Rule of Law—
Every Colorado
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BY CHARLIE WILLMAN

sIwrite thisarticle,

I'm completing

the first quarter

of my term as

CBA president. I've enjoyed

speaking with many of you,

and I look forward to visiting all the local bar

associations to learn how the CBA can better
meet the needs of our membership.!

Today, however, I'd like to flip the script and
focus on what we need from our membership—
and that is your immediate and unwavering
support for the rule of law and our Constitution’s
separation of powers. These principles are
fundamental to our roles as attorneys and
to our duty to uphold the federal and state
constitutions.

The CBA, through its leadership, staff, and
Rule of Law Task Force, actively supports these
principles. Our collective commitment ensures
that our profession remains a guardian of justice
and democracy.

| COLORADO LAWYER |

What Is the Rule of Law?

The American Bar Association (ABA) defines the
rule of law as “a set of principles, or ideals, for
ensuring an orderly and just society.”? The World
Justice Project adds that it is a durable system
of laws, institutions, norms, and community
commitment built on four universal principles:
accountability, justlaws, open government, and
accessible and impartial justice.?

The ABA's 2025 Survey of Civic Literacy found
that while 90% of Americans favor coequal
branches of government, only 11% have the most
confidence in the judicial branch.* When asked
what best defines the rule of law, respondents
most often cited the protection of fundamental
human rights (37%), followed by accessible
justice (27%), adherence to legal process (20%),

and an independent judiciary (12%).°

Why Civics Education Matters
The ABA Task Force for American Democ-
racy recently emphasized that a functioning
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democracy depends on high-quality civics
education.® When citizens understand how
government works and their role within it, they
are better equipped to address public issues
and to sustain civic life.”

Bar-Wide Efforts
For these and other reasons, the CBA and many
of its sister organizations have been working
diligently to oppose attacks against the judiciary
and the rule of law, and to provide civics edu-
cation to bolster knowledge about the rule of
law, the Constitution, and our judicial system.
Inrecent months, the CBA has participated in
Law Day events, supported activities on Constitu-
tion Day, and supported amicus briefs opposing
attacks on the rule oflaw. Retired Denver County
CourtJudge Gary Jackson has been leading rule
of law events, and retired Colorado Court of
Appeals Judge Russell Carparelli is leading efforts
to preserve the Constitution. The El Paso County
Bar Association issued a press release supporting




respect for the rule of law, judicial integrity,
the right to due process, and the separation of
powers.? The past presidents and retired judges of
the Fourth Judicial District supported this press
release, stating, “We do so not as members of a
political party or as supporters of any political
leader but as Americans who honor and respect
the core principles of our Declaration of Inde-
pendence and our Constitution.”

Finally, in August, the CBA Executive Council
renewed its commitment to diversity, equity,
and inclusion, affirming that support for the rule
of law is integral to fulfilling this mission.!° The
CBA alsoissued aletter opposing the University
of Denver’s elimination of diversity, equity, and
inclusion initiatives. This letter was cosigned
by the Larimer County, Pueblo County, and
Southwest Colorado Bar Associations.

The Lawyer’s Individual Role

While these efforts are important, preserving
the rule of law cannot rest with a few leaders
or a handful of organizations. As licensed
attorneys, we are all charged with upholding
judicial independence and ensuring that every
citizen has access to fair and just hearings.

The Colorado Rules of Professional Conduct
remind us that lawyers must further the pub-
lic’s understanding of and confidence in the
justice system.!! We are also called to devote
professional time and resources to ensure equal
access to justice for all, regardless of economic
or social barriers."?

Our Oath of Admission underscores this duty.
Each attorney swears to support the Colorado
and US Constitutions; maintain respect for the
courts and judicial officers; act with truth, honor,
fairness, and respect; use legal knowledge for the
betterment of society; never reject the cause of
the defenseless or oppressed; and adhere to the
Rules of Professional Conduct.'

Historical Lessons

and Modern Warnings

History reminds us why these obligations matter.
At the National Conference of Bar Leaders,
Kendal Jones of the US Holocaust Memorial
Museum described how legal professionals
in Nazi Germany enabled the transition from
democracyto dictatorship through aseries of laws

and court decisions.'* This example highlights
how the erosion of judicial independence and
public trust can endanger an entire nation.

Today, we face similar pressures. On
September 17, 2025, nearly 50 retired federal
judges from both parties issued an open letter
warning of “a historic strain on our nation’s
ideals.”" They cited threats against judges
and their families as attempts to intimidate
and erode confidence in the courts.’® As John
Adams warned, without a recommitment to
democracy, we risk ceasing to be an “Empire
of Laws, and not of men.”'”

Call to Action

The threats to judicial independence and public
trust are real—but so is the difference each of us
can make. As lawyers, we have a responsibility to

lead by example by educating others, acting with
integrity, and standing up for the constitutional
principles that keep our democracy strong.

One way to getinvolved is by joining the CBA
Rule of Law Task Force, which works to raise
awareness about these critical issues. Sign up
online'® or reach out to Geoff Anderson, chair, at
ganderson@anm-law.com. Another way to make
animpactis through Our Courts, ajoint program
of the CBA and the Colorado Judicial Institute that
brings civics education to high school students.
Volunteer speakers are always welcome—learn
more at www.ourcourtscolorado.org.

Now is the time for all of us to step up. Every
conversation, everylesson, every act of integrity
strengthens the rule of law. Let’s lead the way
and make sure justice remains at the heart of
our community and our democracy. @
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